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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 

THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. ^ 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be con^dered tmely. 
. !f NoS for rl P p.y ts^ed above, the maximum statutor^ period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS i from ^ ^ M M commun.cat.on. 

- Failureto reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 OS.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

I )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 28 May 2004. 
2a)g| This action is FINAL. 2b)Q This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) g] Claim(s) 30-39 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 30-39 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)IE1 The drawing(s) filed on 12/23/02 is/are: a)EI accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .1 21 (d). 

I I )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)E3 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)C3 All b)Q Some * c)D None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 



3.D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) H Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 



4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) D Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . In response to the amendment filed 5/28/04: claims 30-39 have been amended, and the 
corresponding objections have been withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 30-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Komatsu et al 
(US Patent 5,802,551): 

4. With respect to claims 30, 32, 33, 35, and 37-39, Komatsu et al. disclose: 

a rewrite program area for storing a program for a rewriting processing procedure for said 
memory, as shown by SRAM 23 in figure 1 ; 

and a controller (21) for forming a plurality of flag areas locally in said flash memory 
when the rewriting program is stored in external storage means or said rewrite program area is 
rewritten into said flash memory, performing determination of completion of a plurality of stages 
of rewriting processing or determination of whether the plurality of stages are good or bad and 
renews recording results of the determination of completion of each stage or results of 
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determination of whether each stage is good or bad into said flag area a step at a time, as shown 
by the flags in figures 2-4; 

wherein said stages of rewriting processing comprise: erasure of the flag area (step SI in 
figure 5); blank check of the data area (end erasing flag in figure 4), and writing of data into said 
data area (free block flag in figure 4). 

5. With respect to claims 3 1, 34, and 36, Komatsu et al disclose: 

the memory including a plurality of blocks, each of which is an erasable unit and includes 
a data area and a flag area, as shown in figures 2-4; 

the controller mapping the data areas of the plurality of blocks to successive addresses, as 
shown in figure 10A.. 

6. With respect to claims 32, Komatsu et al disclose the controller further determining if 
the rewriting processing was performed without interruption by comparing a value read from a 
flag area to an expected value, as shown by the setting and resetting of the rewrite flag in figure 
5. 

7. With respect to claim 35, Komatsu et al disclose making the comparison when the power 
supply is made available after the rewriting is complete, by teaching in column 13, lines 40-65, 
that after a power failure, the process can be restarted at the point where previously left by 
checking the free flags in the blocks. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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^Ucatto—.N^: 09/40,293 

, 

• „ 34 and36arerejectedunder35U.S.C.103U 
o Claims 31, 34, ana 

(US Patent #5,603,001). 
, 0 . ^pecttoclatmsM, — .co^.,^55-,0,^ 

flastastaughtbySukegawa^mo 
Sukegawa «/•■ 

Response to Arguments 

,o39havebeenconsideredbutaremootm 

r«nect to claims 30-39 nave 
u . Applicant's arguments w«h respect 

vieW of. he new grou»d(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

, td , h e new grounds) of rejection presented in mis 
Office action. Accordingly' THI f time policy asset forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 



»T 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

14. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew D. Anderson whose telephone number is (703) 306- 
593 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 2nd Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew Kim can be reached on (703) 305-3821. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Matthew D. Anderson 
June 29, 2004 
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